Newtownards Chronicle, Thursday 9th April, 2009

SPORT

sports@ardschronicle.co.uk

Motorcycling with John Savage

BSB blasts off

at Brands

The British Superbike
Championship blasts

off over the tight
Brands Hatch Indy
circuit in Kent on

Monday and once again
there is much Irish and
Ulster interest in what
is widely acknowledged
as the world’s most
competitive domestic

series.

Two Ulster riders are
contesting the premier British
Superbike Championship, last
year’s Superbike Cup
champion, Toomebridge man
John Laverty, astride a
Buildbase Hawk Kawasaki
ZX10-R, and Moira’s Ian Lowry,
who has been promoted by
Moneymore-based Relentless
TAS Suzuki from the Superport
to the Superbike class, in which
he will partner Cookstown-
based  double  Japanese
superbike champion Atsushi

Alastair Seeley rounds Melbourne Loop during the MotoSix Nations Championship at Donington Park, in
which he scored three magnificent wins and a second place for the triumphant Northern Ireland team. This
weekend he begins his campaign in the British National Superstock 1000 Championship at Brands Hatch.
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Watanabe.

They will be joined by
Waterford’s Brian McCormack,
who rides a MAR Kawasaki for
former BSB privateer Malcolm
Ashley’s team. The reigning
Irish Superbike champion will
be chasing the Superbike Cup
title, won last year by Laverty —
the series for privateer riders
which runs concurrently within
the main championship.

There are genuine hopes for
Ulster success in the hotly
competitive Metzeler British
National  Superstock 1000
Championship, with
Carrickfergus man Alastair
Seeley having made a
tremendous start to the season,
with wins in the opening round
of the Irish  Superbike
Championship at Mondello
Park, followed by more success
aboard the JMF Millsport
Yamaha R1 in the recent
triumph by the Northern
Ireland team in the MotoSix

Nations Championship at
Donington Park.
Also chasing Superstock

glory will be Omagh’s B. J. Toal,
who switches from the British
Supersport Championship to
the Superstock series with a
Relentless TAS Suzuki GSX-
R1000, and Portadown’s
Marshall Neill, who has stood
on top of the BSB Superstock
podium in the past.

Castlerock’s Marty Nutt
again flies the Ulster flag in the
British Supersport

Championship, in which young
Dubliner Jack Kennedy will also
hope to be hunting rostrum
positions, as will reigning
British  Junior Superstock
Champion, Lee Johnston from
Fermanagh.

Three Irish teenagers will be
contesting the Metzeler British
Superstock 600 Championship.

19 year old John Simpson
from Antrim, last year’s New
Era Club Formula 600
champion, makes his debut in
the series, as does 17 year old
Lisburn student Stuart Elwood,
aboard the Ulster Grand Prix-
backed Longshot Racing
Yamaha R6.

Nikki Coates from
Newtownabbey, another 19 year
old, partners 18 year old
Athlone student Cody Nally in
the MAP Raceways Yamaha
Junior team, while last year’s
British Suzuki GZX-R Trophy
champion, 25 year old
Ballymoney electrician Stanley
Gamble, also makes his debut in
the Junior Superstock series.

Magherafelt’s Paul Jordan
will be amongst the favourites
for the Relentless British 125cc
Championship, while Omagh
student Nicole McAleer will
again be chasing points in the

only surviving two-stroke
series.

Tv coverage of this year’s
British Superbike
Championship across the
British Eurosport and ITV
networks will exceed a

staggering 250 hours of total
broadcast time.

British Eurosport 2 kicks off
the first of 14 live broadcasts at
Brands Hatch and plans a total
of 55 hours live coverage,
including all 26 British
Superbike races, plus over 30
supporting races. For the
Superbike and Supersport
classes, there will be a same
day 90 minutes highlights show,
plus multiple repeats. The
support classes also get their
own BSB Extras show, which
will be screened on Thursdays
and Saturdays. Total British
Eurosport 2 coverage will
exceed 190 hours, with each
programme presented by Tony
Carter, with commentary by
Eurosport’s popular World
Superbike Championship
commentators Jack Burnacle
and James Whitham.

All BSB races will also be
shown live or as-live throughout
Europe and Asia on Eurosport 2
and Eurosport Asia-Pacific,
reaching 35 million homes in 53
countries.

ITV4 will also broadcast one
hour highlight programmes
from each of the 12 BSB rounds
on Saturday  afternoons,
following each event, with a
midweek repeat on ITV1. Each
programme will have further
weekend repeats on ITV4,
ITV4+1 and Men and Motors to
bring ITV’s planned coverage to
60 hours. Nine times BSB race
winner James Haydon will front
the programme.

John Laverty putting the Buildbase Hawk Kawasaki ZX10-R through

its paces at Brands Hatch.
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Southern riders

dominate

Clubmans’ races

Josh Cunningham, who scored a hat-trick at Mondello Park last
weekend, has won the opening five rounds of the 125GP Newcomers’

Clubmans’ Championship.

Southern Irish riders
dominated the second
round of the Irish
Clubmamns?’
Championships at
Mondello Park last

weekend.

There was a much smaller than
usual Ulster contingent, but a
bumper ‘home’ entry, as the Irish
Sidecar and Motorcycle Racing
Supporters’ Club slickly staged one
race for each class last Saturday,
followed by two races in each
category on Sunday, as a Clubmans’

Golf with lan Alexander

Hoey and Mcllroy set the agenda

THIS week's headlines are
dominated by two players.
One for what he did last
Sunday and the other for
what he may do next Sunday.

For Michael Hoey Sunday's
victory in the Portugal Open was
the glorious climax to a long and
often disheartening
apprenticeship as a tour
professional while this Sunday
Rory Mecllroy will hope his
effortless climb up the rankings
will continue in this week's
Masters. Is thought of victory too
outlandish?

Unlike Mecllroy, Michael Hoey's
progress to a first win on the
European Tour has been long
drawn out and most of his
supporters must have concluded
was unlikely to happen. Indeed
there must have been times since
he turned professional in 2002
when he asked himself if he was
good enough. Was he destined to
be another top amateur (he won
both the Irish Amateur Open and
British Amateur) who could not
hack it as a professional?

Still he has one attribute that
was pointed out to me by Brendan
Edwards, one of Shandon Park's
all-time greats and until recently
secretary of the Ulster Branch of
the GUL

What sort of a golfer was Hoey?
I had asked. "Gritty," was his reply.
"He's a very gritty player."

Well Brendan knew his man.
For surely only grit could have
sustained Hoey these past six
years. His two earlier forays on
the tour in 2002 and 2006 were
bleak and saw him finish 177 and
187 in the order of merit. In
between times he bumped along
on the Challenge Tour winning
peanuts until finally last season
he produced some consistent
form. A victory in Morocco helped
him to finish 28 on the Challenge
Tour rankings and then at last
November's tour school he
finished eighth to earn his tour
card for a third time.

Since then he has been
consistency itself, making the cut
in five of his first six tournaments
and finishing sixth in Madeira.
Despite missing the cut two
weeks ago in the Open de
Andalucia, everything suggested
he was on the way to retaining his
card, the primary aim of all
newcomers on tour.

Now since his victory his
career, indeed his life, has
changed. Quite apart from the
208,330 euro he has won (about
£190,000), he is guaranteed his

card for the next two seasons and
can expect to play in all the top
events.

A final round 5 under par, best of
the day 66, added to his earlier
rounds of 66, 76 & 69 tied him with
Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano. The
Spaniard has a reputation for
winning play-offs; his three
European Tour wins came by that
route, but on this occasion he was
foiled. Hoey showed quite amazing
coolness in getting up and down
twice, from four feet and five feet
to keep himself alive, and then
clinched the title with another up
and down, this time from eight
feet.

Each time he seemed to get a
beautifully smooth roll on the ball,
never betraying the nerves he had
got to be feeling. It was the display
of a winner. Now he will build on
that.

PS: I must apologise to Michael.
Last week I re-christened him
Brian Hoey. That's the name of his
dad whom I watched on many
occasions winning championships
and helping Shandon Park duff up
local clubs. Clearly the experience
has left a bigger impression on my
subconscious than I realised. Still,
one consolation: a mistake
provides that instant confirmation
that somebody actually reads the
column.

Only Paul McGinley of the rest
of the Irish made the cut in
Portugal. Jonny Caldwell missed
by a shot after rounds of 75 & 70.
Gareth Maybin 74, 71, and Damien
McGrane 72, 73, also finished on
145.

If Michael Hoey's victory in
Portugal was unanticipated, Rory
Mecllroy's task in the Masters is
almost equally unlikely - how can
he match expectations that he
might actually win the thing?

It's ridiculous really and then
you remember Mon Mome won
the Grand National at 100/1. Rory's
odds are 30/1. He's got the edge
already should the Tiger stumble,
and why shouldn't he? It was the
Tiger's incredible putting and
matchess short game that won the
Arnold Palmer Invitational. Even
the Tiger will need more than that
over four days at Augusta.
Discount the Tiger and the result
looks much more open.

Trevor Immelman came from
nowhere last year, Zach Johnson
was nobody's favourite the year
before. So it's not impossible for
Mecllroy. Incidentally, Mon Mome
means my kid in French. It's got to
be an omen Gerry. Have a bet,
though let's not get carried away -
each way.

What's clear, Mcllroy is unfazed
by the furore he has created. He's
completely confident of his ability,
knows how to handle the occasion
and is level-headed about his
chances.

As he says: "T've played well to
get here and now that I'm here I
might as well enjoy it and see how
far I can get. I'm expecting to play
well and hopefully I'll be in the mix
come the weekend."

As ever, no vainglorious words,
no loud predictions.

Apart from Mcllroy and Woods,
the form horses look to be Paul
Casey (winner of his first PGA
Tour event in Houston last week),
Geoff Ogilvy, Henrik Stenson, and
Phil Mickelson.

Padraig Harrington is looking to
win a fourth major in succession
(a Paddy slam they call it), while
Sergio Garcia, who has always
looked destined to win a major,
should be a contender. Graeme
McDowell is the other local hope.
He tends to be streaky. If he's hot
and gets into a lead he's not
frightened of winning.

1t all starts tonight (Thursday)
on BBC TV AT 9pm. Happy
viewing,.

OTHER KIDS ON THE BLOCK

Rory Mecllroy is out today
(Thursday) and Friday with 23
year old Anthony Kim and the
youngest  player in  the
tournament, 17 year old Ryo
Ishikawa.

Kim and Mcllroy have been the
two players most frequently
touted to inherit the Tiger's crown
while Ishikawa is the wunderkind
of Japan and has already in his
brief  career won three
professional tournaments.

Will youthful testosterone tempt
them to abandon their game
plans? It could be interesting.

Another youth vying for the
limelight is the Korean-born New
Zealander, Danny Lee. He's just
18, the US Amateur Champion,
and in February became the
youngest-ever winner of a
European Tour title when he won
the Johnnie Walker Classic in
Perth. He is still an amateur.

In contrast, the oldest man in
the tournament is Gary Player
who is 73 and has announced that
this will be the last time he will
play.

MONEY MATTERS

If Rory Mcllroy was a member
of the PGA Tour of America, he
would already have secured his
playing card for next year.

After just four appearances he
has won $505,000.

On the European Tour he is

third on the Race to Dubai with
885,041 euro.

Michael Hoey's victory in
Portugal hoisted him to 25th in the
Race with 275,226 euro and Gareth
Maybin is 39th with 213,536 euro.
Graeme McDowell at 50th has won
168,907 euro and Darren Clarke
languishes in 112th place with
62,547 euro.

GLOVER ELECTED AT
CARNALEA

Sheila Glover was elected
captain of Carnalea Ladies
Branch at the recent well attended
annual meeting. Marie Murnin
was elected vice-captain and
Alexis Graham continues as
President.

Pauline Ringland - honorary
secretary, Patsy Allen - honorary
treasurer and Ann Fallon -
honorary handicap secretary were
all re-elected.

CLUB RESULTS

Mark Cheevers 81 (16) 65 won
the John Nelson Trophy at
Donaghadee on Saturday. Roger
Dorrian 78 (12) 66 won the low
section from Stewart Boal 76 (5)
71. The middle section went to
Sam Carlisle 83 (13) 70, well clear
of Colin Fleming 87 (14) 73, and in
the high section Philip Pulford 90
(22) 68 won from Philip Baron 90
(20) 70. Neil Boyd, 72, won the
gross with Darren Whiteside, 76,
runner-up.

Glenn Watterson, 41 points, won
the stableford at Bangor on
Saturday. Alex Stewart, 34 points,
won the gross. Roger Corry, 38
points, won the low section from J
Graham and Graham Yarr, both 37
points. Stephen Douds, 39 points,
won the middle section, pipping
both Martin McGrugan and Pat
0'Doherty on countback. The high
section went to Reid Armstrong,
41 points, from John Rea, 40
points, and Ian Graham, 38 points.

W K Rankin, 43 points, won the
stableford at Carnalea on
Saturday. Trailing him were D
Wilson, 42 points, R Turnbull, 41
points, R D Smyth and D
Campbell, both 40 points. John
Gardner, 35 points, won the gross.

Jim Airey, 40 points, won the
Maritime Cup on the Dufferin at
Clandeboye on Saturday. Peter
Ritchie, 39 points, won the low
section from Dougie Crowe, 38
points. The middle section went to
David Niblock, 39 points, a point
ahead of Ken Symon and in the
high section Robert Chambers, 39
points, won from Gavin Major, 37
points. David Jackson, 74, won the
gross.

Over on the Ava John McAuley,
44 points, won the Fred Miller
Salver. Trailing him were Richard
Glasgow, 43 points, Adair
Rutledge, 43 points, and Alfie
Magill, 42 points. The stableford
was won by Stephen Burnside, 43
points. He pipped Trevor Potter
on the back nine with Dennis
Quinn and Paul Sheridan next on
42 points.

Paul Tully, 39 points, won the
stableford at Holywood on
Saturday, pipping both Paul
Heaney and Marcus Mawhinney
on countback. Marc McCusker, 71,
won the gross and Fred
Gallagher, 36 points, was best 55
and over.

WITH THE LADIES

Donna Rankin, Tracey
McPeake and Debbie Devlin won
the first competition of the year at
Carnalea, a three-ball scramble.
Later the captain, Sheila Glover,
hosted a bridge supper which
raised £1033 for her chosen
charity, the Haematology Unit at
the Ulster Hospital.

Tina McCutcheon and Ann
Reynolds, 37 points, won the
Australian Spoons greensomes at
Bangor on Tuesday. Runners-up
were Dorothy White & Jean
McKillen, 36 points.

The Celebrity Cup was held at
Carnalea on Tuesday. Margaret
Clarke, 40 points, won from
Donna Rankin, 33 points.

Joane Eastwood, 31 points, won
the stableford

Thundersport
at Cadwell

The second round of
the Thundersport GB
Championships will be
staged this weekend at

Cadwell Park.

The King of the Mountain
meeting will be staged over the
Lincolnshire circuit on Sunday
and Monday, and Ulster
entrants include Comber’s
Scott Kelly in the premier GP1
class, Newry pair Cliffy
Hamilton and Peter Newell in
Formula 600 and Marty Lennon
from Banbridge.

Qualifying takes place on
Sunday morning, followed by
one race per class in the
afternoon and each class will
have two races on Monday.
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Championship meeting was staged
for the first time over the 1.8km Co
Kildare national circuit.

Results

Open National (non-
championship), 1st race: 1, P Byrne;
2, P Barron; 3, R. Clarke; 4, J. Walsh;
5, D. Mulleady; 6, R. Lanigan; 7, R.
Shanahan; 8, C. Nally; 9, T. Bradley;
10, B. Smith. 2nd race: 1, Barron; 2,
Byrne; 3, Clarke; 4, Mulleady; 5,
Walsh; 6, Lanigan; 7, Shanahan; 8, E.
Hughes; 9, Smith; 10, M. Weldon. 3rd
race: 1, Barron; 2, Byrne; 3, Clarke;
4, Walsh; 5, Mulleady; 6, Hughes; 7,

Smith; 8, Shanahan; 9, M.
Fitzpatrick; 10, Lanigan.
Irish National Pre-97

Championship, 1st race: 1, C.
Traynor; 2, K. Greaney; 3, A.
Fitzpatrick; 4, P Drennan; 5, L.
Kavanagh; 6, A. Kenny; 7, P
O’Donaghue; 8, S. Meally; 9, R.
Kerrigan; 10, G. Lyons. 2nd race: 1,
Greaney; 2, Kenny; 3, Drennan; 4,
Fitzpatrick; 4, 0O’Donaghue; 6,
Meally; 7, Kavanagh,; 8, J. McCann,
9, E. O’Donnell; 10, T. Griffin. 3rd
race: 1, Drennan; 2, 0’'Donaghue; 3,
Greaney; 4, Kavanagh; 5, Traynor; 6,
Meally; 7, R. Whitmore; 8, L. Crotty;
9, McCann,; 10, T. Whitmore.

Bridgestone Tyres Irish Senior
Clubmans’ Championship, 1st race:
1, J. Cash; 2, S. Anderson; 3, S.
McKeown; 4, E. Comerfort; 5, G.
Maughan; 6, P Swords; 7, G. Daniel;
8, K. Ahern; 9, A. Rogan; 10, C.
Totten. 2nd race: 1, Cash; 2,
Maughan; 3, Comerfort; 4,
Anderson; 5, Rogan; 6, McKeown; 7,
Daniel; 8, Swords; 9, G. Johnston; 10,
Totten. 3rd race: 1, Cash; 2,
Anderson; 3, Rogan; 4, Swords; 5,
Maughan; 6, Johnston; 7, A.
Robinson; 8, S. Onckel; 9, J. Cabhill;
10, Totten.

Bridgestone Tyres Irish
Supersport Clubmans’
Championship, 1st race: 1, B. Byrne;
2, A. Murphy; 3, R. Hayes; 4, R.
McFarland; 5, C. Rafferty; 6, S.
Smith; 7, J. Fuller; 8, C. Thompson,
9, E. 0’Grady; 10, K. Loughman. 2nd
race: Byrne; 2, McFarland; 3, Hayes;
4, Murphy; 5, Fuller; 6, Rafferty; 7,
Thompson; 8, S. Smith; 9, L. Lyttle;
10, A. Bonner. 3rd race: 1, Byrne; 2,
Murphy; 3, McFarland; 4, S. Smith; 5,
Rafferty; 6, D. 0’Connell; 7, Fuller; 8,
Loughman; 9, Bonner; 10, W
Coleman.

North Dublin Motorcycles RS125
Aprilia Championship, 1st race: 1, D.
Murphy; 2, L. Johnston; 3, J. Lynn; 4,
J. Chawke; 5, A. McDonnell; 6, T.
Elliott; 7, D. Brady; 8, N. McLeery; 9,
J. Pearson. 2nd race: 1, Murphy; 2,
Lynn; 3, C. Parkhill; 4, J. Chawke; 5,
Elliott; 6, Brady; 7, McLeery; 8, L.
Chawke. 3rd race: 1, Murphy; 2,
Parkhill; 3, Johnston; 4, Brady; 5, J.
Chawke; 6, McDonnell; 7, Elliott; 8,
L. Chawke; 9, Pearson.

Irish 125cc Newcomers’
Clubmans’ Championship, 1st race:
1, J. Cunningham; 2, S. Hadden; 3 A.
Whitley; 4, P Murphy; 5, T. Gibson; 6,
J. Martin; 7, M. Kennedy; 8, S.
Bertram. 2nd race: 1, Cunningham;
2, Hadden; 3, Martin; 4, Gibson; 5,
Kennedy; 6, Bertram. 3rd race: 1,
Cunningham,; 2, Murphy; 3, Hadden;
4, Whitley; 5, Martin; 6, Gibson; 7, M.
Conlin; 8, Kennedy; 9, Bertram.

Super Twins (non-championship),
1st race: 1, G. Mathews; 2, K. Meere;
3, A. Matthews; 4, G. Daniel; 5, N.
0’Gorman; 6, B. Merrigan; 7, E.
0’Grady; 8, T. Callahan; 9, G. Lyons;
10, B. McCaughey. 2nd race: 1,
Meere; 2, Mathews; 3, Matthews; 4,
0’Gorman; 5 Merrigan; 6, Daniel; 7,
0’Grady; 8, B. Nolan; 9, G. Costello;
10, McCaughey. 3rd race: 1,
Mathews; 2, Meere; 3, Matthews; 4,
0’Gorman; 5, 0’Grady; 6, Merrigan;
7, Nolan; 8, A. Griffin; 9, Daniel; 10,
Costello.

Racing mags
out now

The April editions of Irish Racer
Magazine and Road Racing Ireland are

now in the shops.

Irish Racer, which has now been confirmed as sponsor of the
Irish Superbike Championship, boasts interviews with John
Laverty, Ian Gilpin, John Anderton, Geoff McMullan and Jill
McWilliams — the much more attractive ‘other half’ of Jeremy —
plus the regular monthly columns by big hitters Cameron Donald,
Jonathan Rea, Eugene Laverty, Guy Martin and Alastair Seeley.

Road Racing Ireland features the regular monthly columns by
William and Michael Dunlop, Michael Pearson and B. J. Toal, plus
interviews with Belgian Marc Fissette, and BSB challengers
Leon Camier and Glen Richards.

There is also coverage of the opening ISB round at Mondello
Park and the ‘Great Races’ retrospective again features the late,
great Tom Herron.

Easter bonanza
at Bishopscourt
and Kirkistown

The Irish Superbike Championship resumes over
the Easter holiday weekend, with two of the
biggest Ulster short circuit fixtures of the season,

at Bishopscourt and Kirkistown.

It has now been confirmed that this year’s Irish Superbike
Championship will be sponsored by Ireland’s leading motorcycle
publication, Irish Racer Magazine.

The Enkalon Trophy ISB meeting at Bishopscourt is again
jointly promoted by Killinchy and District Motor Cycle Club and the
Motor Cycle Road Racing Club of Ireland, and for the first time it
will be a two day meeting, with practice, qualifying and one race
per class tomorrow (Friday), followed by a full race programme on
Saturday, when the 33rd Enkalon Trophy race will be staged for the
fastest 24 qualifiers, plus six invited riders.

In total the meeting boasts 25 races with a prize fund of close to
£20,000. Following practice and qualifying tomorrow, there will be
one race per class: Superbike, Supersport, 250cc, Super Twins,
125cc and Sidecar, while on Saturday each class will have two races
following morning warm-up and there will also be two classic bike
races.

Entrants include Ballymoney’s Gerard Kinghan, who is setting
the pace in the Irish Superbike Championship after the opening
round at Mondello Park, together with Ryan Farquhar, Kirk
Jamison, Michael Pearson, Alistair Kirk, Paul Robinson, Michael
and William Dunlop, Mark Lunney, Adrian Archibald, Stephen
Thompson, Mark Johnston, John Anderton, Davy Haire, James
Dickson, Scotsman Keith Amor, Gary Johnston, Matthew Percy
and David Craig.

Killinchy and District Motor Cycle Club has dusted down three
famous trophies which were previously presented at the Killinchy
150 road races at Dundrod. The overall ISB winner will receive the
magnificent Bob McIntyre Memorial Trophy; the Supersport
winner will pick up the Geoff Barry Memorial Trophy; and the
125cc victor will be awarded the William James Brown Trophy.

Practice commences tomorrow at 10am, with the first race due
to get underway at around 2.30pm. Warm-up begins on Saturday at
9am, with racing scheduled to begin at 11.30am and in addition to
the Irish Championship programme, there will be two classic bike
races, which have attracted a full grid of 36 riders.

Admission for both days will be £15, and the Saturday admission
rate will be £15, therefore, if you go on both days, the cost will be
£7.50 per day — superb value for money.

There will be a similar entry for Belfast and District Motor
Club’s traditional Easter Monday ISB meeting at Kirkistown,
which is sponsored by Ards Borough Council and Ards Tourism,
where some £17,500 will be up for grabs at the Ards Peninsula
circuit.

If any rider manages to bag both ISB victories he could pocket
£900, as the overall winner will receive the Ards Borough Council
Mayor’s trophy, plus a £100 bonus.

There is a 15 race programme, with practice to commence at
9am and racing due to get underway at 1pm.

Both meetings host the opening rounds of the re-introduced
Ulster Short Circuit Championships, together with Irish Short
Circit Championship rounds in all classes, and following the ISB
curtain-raiser at Mondello Park, current championship positions
are:

Irish Racer Magazine Superbike: 1, G. Kinghan 56 points; 2, B. J.
Toal 53; 3, A. Seeley 50; 4, B. McCormack 48; 5, D. Haire, 37; 6, M.
Johnston 27.

Supersport: 1, J. Kennedy 70; 2, A. Seeley 45; 3, M. Dunlop 37; 4,
M. Nutt 36; 5, M. Lunney 33; 6, K. Amor 32.

Isaac Agnew Van Centre Super Twins: 1, G. Mathews and K.
Meere 56; 3, M. McKinney 52; 4, A. Glasgow 49; 5, L. Hill 29.

125cc: 1, M. Lunney 75; 2, C. Donnelly 52; 3, A. Irwin 50; 4, R.
English 32; 5, D. Jamison 30.

250cc: 1, M. Lunney 75; 2, D. Craig 60; 3, R. Shanahan 45; 4, T.
Lawlor 42; 5, D. Wilson 31.

Sidecar: 1, D. & D. Lynch 61; 2, G. Kennedy/C. Smyth 51; 3, S.
Killough/P. Marley 49; 4, C. May/P. Thompson 35; 5, S. Galligan/F.
Woodlock 33.

Three riders to watch out for over the Easter weekend. From left,
Scott Thompson from Cloughey, a newcomer to the Super Twins
class; Newtownards man Kirk Jamison, who should be a front-runner
in the Superbike and Supersport races; and Ballymoney’s Gerard
Kinghan, leader of the Irish Superbike Championship, after the
opening round at Mondello Park a couple of weeks ago. Happy
birthday to Scott, who got the key to his motorcycle on Tuesday, when
he celebrated his 21st birthday,
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